Specimens of L. calcarifer were collected from the Shibsha river by commercial gill net or triangular net or cast net, commonly used in the south-western part of Bangladesh (Latitude 20° 25' N; Longitude 89° 20' E) . The Shibsha river is believed to be an important spawning and feeding ground for marine fish species of south-western coastal region of Bangladesh. L. calcarifer specimens were collected monthly from the sampling site (Khulna area) in the Shibsha river during day time (11:00-17:00 hours) from June, 2010 to July, 2011 by means of traditional gill nets. Specimens were preserved in 10% buffered formalin, packed in wooden boxes and transported to the laboratory of Fish Biology, Department of Fisheries, University of Rajshahi, Bangladesh.
A total of 680 fish measuring 15.4-25.0 cm total length (TL) were examined. Standard length (SL) was measured with a slide caliper to the nearest 0.01 cm. Alimentary canal length Fish were opened was recorded after opening the abdomen. The degree of stomach fullness was assessed according to the subjective scale described by Gravimetric method (Hynes 1950 and Pillay 1954) . The data were then used to calculate the monthly Fullness Index (FI). The gut was then excised, weighed (g) together with its contents and preserved in 70% alcohol. Subsequently, stomach contents were suspended in water in Petri dishes and undigested prey were identified to the possible taxon using the identification keys of Todd and Laverack (1991) and Needham & Needham (1962) . The contribution of each food type to the diet and the frequency of occurrence were determined according to Hynes (1950) . The proportion of total prey items contributed by each prey group for the entire year was determined according to the numerical method (Bowen, 1985) . Mathematical relationship between the total length (TL) of the fish and the alimentary canal length (ACL) of juvenile was established by regression equation, y = a + bx was followed where y is Alimentary canal length (ACL), x is Total length (TL), a is the interception on the ordinate and b is the regression co-efficient.
The proportion of total food items contributed to each items for the entire year shows that the major component of the diet was teleostei were dominant (33.70%). Among the teleostei, Apocryptes, Jonieops, Otolithoides, Harpodon, Coilia, Polynemus, Pama, Therapon, Chanda and Gobiioides were some identified fish groups found in the stomach of L. calcarifer. The next major food groups were macro-crustaceans (26.32%), followed by zooplankton (19.91%), insect (9.02%) and algae (7.69%). The major zooplanktons were Euglena, cladocerans (Daphnia and some others), copepodes (calanoides), shrimp larvae, megalopa larvae of crabs. Among the identified algae in the stomach of L. calcarifer, Coscinodiscus and Bacillariophyceae were common. The common macro-crustacean food items of L. calcarifer are decapods (shrimps and crabs), stomatopods and branchiurans.
The highest and lowest percentages of different food items found in the stomach of L. calcerifer are shown in Table 1 . The highest numbers of full stomachs (richly fed and moderately fed) were found in the premonsoon and monsoon period (June to August), the highest number of empty stomachs (vacuum and poorly fed) were found in post monsoon period (December and January). From the study, it is also observed that the percentage of stomach fullness was higher in summer than the percentage in winter in juvenile L. calcarifer because both the growth and metabolism rate are positively related to the increasing temperature. Full stomachs were commonly occurred from May to July. ¾ full stomachs were mostly observed in March and April. ½ full stomachs were found in most sampled Lates calcarifer in July and August, where 1/3 full stomachs were found in November. ¼ full stomachs were available in L. calcarifer averagely almost in every month except June and July, where 1/8 full stomachs were found only during October-April. From the acquired data, it is concluded that empty stomachs were rarely observed in L. calcarifer. 
